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community, has been at pains to recall that Prussia is not Ger-
many, and that the German spirit of the South especially, in
the traditional seats of the characteristic German culture, is
of a very different and more genial kind than that which ani-
mates the community of Junkers in the North j these Ger-
mans of the South and West, from Austria all across to the
confines of the Low Countries, have, it is said by the apolo-
gists, in late-modern time and especially in the nineteenth
century, shown an inclination to live and let live; or as seen"
from the higher habitual levels of Prussian efficiency, they
have been a slack-twisted lot.
For an imperial State after the dynastic fashion, destiny
had no other choice within the confines of the Fatherland.
Had it, on the other hand, been a question of commercial
hegemony on lines of peace and thrift alone, it is as un-
mistakably the South and West that must have been thrown
into the foreground. However, speculation on such an im-
practicable might-have-been can have only a speculative in-
terest. With Prussia in the ring a German Fatherland bound
in solidarity by other connective tissue than blood and iron,
and animated with other than dynastic ideals, was imprac-
ticable from the start.
While the kingdom of Prussia in the nineteenth century
comprised much else than the original territories of Bran-
denburg, the Prussias and Pomerania, these territories still
continued to be the substantial core of the Hohenzollern
dynastic State. Although much of the material resources
of the State were drawn from its later acquired and eco-
nomically more valuable possessions to the west and south,
the dynastic spirit of Prussia and its statesmen, as well as its